
Th
e m

yth
 of

 th
e 

Asia
n D

rag
on

PHYSIO
LOGY 

HISTORY 

Sin
uo

us 
ser

pen
tin

e b
od

ies
, fo

ur 
leg

s, t
hey

 do
 no

t u
sua

lly
 br

eat
h fi

re,
 

usu
ally

 sh
ow

n n
ot 

to 
ha

ve 
wing

s, b
ut 

are
 ill

ust
rat

ed 
to 

ha
ve 

the
m whic

h i
s 

the
 Adu

lt I
mper

ial 
Drag

on
. �

e d
rag

on
s a

re 
sai

d t
o b

e m
ade

 up
 of

 m
an

y 

diff
ere

nt 
typ

es 
of 

an
im

als
 of

 th
e E

art
h: 

the
 bo

dy
 of

 a s
na

ke,
 sc

ale
s o

f a
 

car
p (

fish
), h

ead
 of

 a c
am

el, 
ho

rns
 of

 a g
ian

t st
ag 

(de
er)

, th
e e

yes
 of

 a h
are

 

(ra
bb

it),
 ea

rs l
ike

 a b
ull

, a 
ne

ck 
lik

e a
n s

na
ke,

 be
lly

 of
 a c

lam
, p

aw
s li

ke 
a 

tig
ers

, an
d c

law
s li

ke 
an

 ea
gle

. M
ost

 of
 th

e t
im

e t
hey

 ar
e s

ho
wn t

o h
ave

 a 

lio
n-t

yp
e m

an
e a

rou
nd

 its
 ne

ck,
 on

 its
 ch

in,
 an

d o
n e

ach
 elb

ow
. �

ey 
ha

ve 

tw
o a

ntl
er-

typ
e h

orn
s d

eco
rat

ing
 th

eir
 w

ide
-m

ou
the

d h
ead

, an
d t

wo l
on

g 

"fe
ele

r" 
whis

ker
s sp

rea
din

g o
ut 

fro
m th

eir
 sn

ou
t. E

ast
ern

 dr
ago

ns 
ha

ve 
11

7 

sca
les

, 8
1 i

nfu
sed

 w
ith

 ya
ng

, th
e g

oo
d, 

an
d 3

6 i
nfu

sed
 w

ith
 yi

n, 
the

 ba
d. 

�
is e

ven
s o

ut 
the

 dr
ago

ns 
tem

per
 an

d p
ers

on
ali

ty.
 

�
ere

 ar
e t

hre
e f

am
ilie

s o
f E

ast
ern

 dr
ago

ns:
 3 

toe
d, 

4 t
oed

, a
nd

 5 
toe

d. 

�
ree

 to
ed

 dr
ago

ns 
are

 Ja
pa

ne
se.

 Fo
ur 

toe
d d

rag
on

s a
re 

Ind
on

esi
an

 

or 
Kore

an
. F

ive
 to

ed
 dr

ago
ns 

are
 C

hin
ese

. �
ey 

are
 sh

ow
n i

n t
he

 co
lor

s 

blu
e, b

lac
k, 

whit
e, r

ed
, o

r y
ello

w. 

In 
Chin

a d
rag

on
s a

re 
kn

ow
n a

s L
un

g. 
�

ere
 ar

e f
ou

r m
ain

 ki
nd

s o
f L

un
g: 

Tien
-lu

ng
, �

e C
ele

stia
l D

rag
on

, w
ho

 pr
ote

ct 
the

 pl
ace

s o
f th

e G
od

s, 

Sh
en

-Lun
g, 

�
e S

pir
itu

al 
Drag

on
, w

ho
 co

ntr
ol 

the
 w

ind
 an

d t
he

 ra
in,

 

Ti-L
un

g, 
�

e E
art

h D
rag

on
 w

hic
h c

on
tro

l ri
ver

s, a
nd

 w
ate

r o
n t

he
 

Eart
h, 

an
d F

ut'
s-L

un
g, 

�
e U

nd
erw

orl
d D

rag
on

 w
hic

h g
ua

rds
 pr

eci
ou

s 

meta
ls a

nd
 ge

ms. S
ep

ara
te 

dra
go

ns 
con

tro
l th

e r
ive

rs 
of 

the
 N

ort
h, 

So
uth

, 

East
 an

d W
est

. 

East
ern

 dr
ago

ns 
are

 po
rtr

aye
d a

s g
oo

d, 
kin

d, 
an

d i
nte

llig
en

t. O
rie

nta
l 

Drag
on

s h
ave

 th
e m

ost
 re

cor
de

d h
isto

ry 
in 

the
 w

orl
d, 

esp
eci

ally
 in

 C
hin

a 

go
ing

 ba
ck 

tho
usa

nd
s o

f y
ear

s. I
n h

isto
ry 

the
y h

ave
 a 

ver
y c

los
e li

nk
 to

 th
e 

weat
he

r. I
t is

 sa
id 

tha
t so

me o
f th

e w
ors

t fl
oo

din
g i

n A
sia

's h
isto

ry 
were

 

cau
sed

 w
he

n a
 m

ort
al 

ha
s u

pse
t a

 dr
ago

n. 
In 

Chin
ese

 hi
sto

ry,
 th

e 5
 to

ed
 

dra
go

n i
s th

e s
ym

bo
l o

f p
ow

er,
 an

d a
re 

con
sid

ere
d "

Im
pe

ria
l D

rag
on

s".



Th
e m

yth
 of

 th
e 

Eu
rop

ean
 Dr

ag
on

PHYSIO
LOGY 

HISTORY 

�
ick

, lo
ng

 bo
die

d, 
sca

ly s
kin

, fo
ur 

stro
ng

 leg
s, t

wo b
at-

like
 wing

s, 

wedg
e-s

hap
ed 

hea
ds,

 an
d l

on
g n

eck
s. �

ey 
usu

ally
 are

 po
rtra

yed
 as 

bre
ath

ing
 fir

e. S
om

e b
ree

ds 
of 

the
se d

rag
on

s h
ave

 be
en 

kn
ow

n t
o b

e 

sha
pe 

cha
ng

ers
, an

d o
the

rs h
ave

 th
e c

ham
ele

on
 po

wer t
o c

han
ge 

col
or 

of 
the

ir b
ack

gro
un

d. 
�

ey 
are

 so
metim

es d
isp

lay
ed 

as h
avi

ng
 a s

pad
e 

or 
spi

ked
 tai

l. �
ey 

eat
 bu

t o
nce

 a m
on

th 
on

 a s
hee

p o
r o

x, o
r ev

en 
a 

hu
man 

(m
yth

 say
s th

ey 
pre

fer
 vir

gin
 m

aid
ens

 th
ou

gh)
. �

ey 
can

 be
 

any
 co

lor
, or

 m
any

 co
lor

s, d
epe

nd
ing

 on
 th

e b
ree

d o
f th

e d
rag

on
.

W
hen

 m
ost

 pe
op

le t
hin

k "
dra

go
n"

 th
ey 

most
 lik

ely
 th

ink
 of

 th
e 

W
est

ern
 dr

ago
n. 

W
est

ern
 dr

ago
ns 

are
 us

ual
ly 

po
rtr

aye
d a

s e
vil

, 

mean
, an

d b
loo

dth
irst

y. 
�

ey 
were

 als
o k

no
wn t

o h
ave

 hu
ge 

ho
ard

s o
f g

old
 an

d j
ew

els
 hi

dd
en 

in 
the

ir l
air

s.  
�

e m
ost

 fa
mou

s 

dra
go

ns 
are

 po
rtr

aye
d a

s C
hri

stia
nit

y. 
Othe

r st
ori

es 
in 

leg
end

 sa
y 

tha
t e

ati
ng

 a d
rao

ns'
 he

art
 will 

giv
e t

he 
con

sum
er 

the
 po

wer 
of 

un
der

sta
nd

ing
 bi

rds
, ea

tin
g t

he 
dra

go
ns'

 to
ng

ue 
ena

ble
s th

e p
ers

on
 

to 
win 

an
y a

rgu
ment

, an
d r

ub
bin

g t
he 

dra
go

ns'
 bl

oo
d o

n s
kin

 will 

pro
tec

t a
gai

nst
 sta

b w
ou

nd
s. A

no
the

r m
yth

 re
fer

enc
es 

Vlad
 D

rak
ul 

to 
mean

 So
n o

f th
e D

rag
on

, o
r D

evi
l. �

e e
nd

 of
 th

e d
rag

on
 ca

me 

with
 C

hri
stia

nit
y, 

an
d k

nig
hts

 th
at 

were
 ea

ger
 to

 pr
ove

 th
eir

 fa
ith

. 

�
e k

nig
hts

 qu
ick

ly 
dis

cov
ere

d t
hat

  d
rag

on
-hu

nti
ng

 was 
ver

y 

pro
fita

ble
, an

d s
oo

n m
ost

 th
e d

rag
on

s in
 th

e w
orl

d w
ere

 de
str

oy
ed 

in 
a v

ery
 sh

ort
 tim

e. V
iki

ng
s h

ad 
dra

go
n fi

gu
reh

ead
s o

n t
he 

pro
w 

of 
the

ir s
hip

s. �
e d

rag
on

s o
n t

he 
shi

ps 
were

 be
liev

ed 
to 

end
ow

 

kee
n s

ite
 an

d c
un

nin
g t

o t
he 

Viki
ng

 warr
ior

s. T
od

ay 
the

 W
els

h 

fla
g s

till
 ha

s a
 re

d d
rag

on
 on

 a g
ree

n/w
hit

e b
ack

gro
un

d, 
an

d t
he 

red
 dr

ago
n i

s th
eir

 na
tio

na
l sy

mbo
l. 



The myth of the 

Lind Dragon
PHYSIOLOGY 

HISTORY 

A long and sineous body covered in scales,  which have two legs, 
each claw long and menacing. Its mouth is a ging maw of razor 
sharp teeth.

Lindworms were apparently discovered by Marco Polo while 
crossing Central Asia. He described them as, "Swifter than it looks. 
Easily able to take down a man on a galloping horse." �ese types 
of dragons (along with the Oroboros) are frequently represented as 
"prima materia" in the first stage of the Alchelmy process.

In legend, as told in the Niebelungen Lied, the hero Siegfried 
conquered a  "lind-wurm" that lived near the town of Worms in 
Germany.  Another German tale from the 1200's  tells of  a 
lindworm that lived near lagenfurt. Flooding threatened travelers 
along the river, and the presence of a dragon was blamed. �e story 
tells that a Duke offered a reward for anyone who could catch it, so 
some young men tied a bull to a chain, and when the lindworm 
swallowed the bull, it was hooked like a fish, and killed. In 1335, 
when the skull of a wooly rhinoceros was found in a cave nearby, it 
was believed to be a dragon's skull.
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